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EXAMINER'S AMENDMENT 

1 . An examiner's amendment to the record appears below. Should the changes and/or 
additions be unacceptable to applicant, an amendment may be filed as provided by 37 CFR 
1.312. To ensure consideration of such an amendment, it MUST be submitted no later than the 
payment of the issue fee. 

Authorization for this examiner's amendment was given in a telephone interview with 
James H. Salter (the Undersigned Attorney, Reg. No.35,668) on 7/2/2009. 
The application has been amended as follows: 

IN THE CLAIMS: 

Please amend claim 47 as follows: 

~ 47. (Currently Amended) A machine-readable storage medium storing a set of instructions 
that, when executed by a computing machine, cause the computing machine to: 
collect geographic location information associated with a network address in an internet protocol 
(IP) network, the geographic location information being collected from a plurality of 
geographically dispersed data collection agents capable of individually performing at least one 
data collection operation in the IP network, the at least one data collection operation including 
performing a traceroute operation, each data collection operation having an associated 
confidence value indicative of a likelihood of the data collection operation to determine accurate 
geographic location information: 

control the plurality of geographically dispersed data collection agents utilizing a data collection 
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broker, the data collection broker to determine which data collection operation each data 
collection agent is to perform; 

utilize the geographic location information to associate a geographic location with the 
network address in the IP network; and 

associate at least one confidence factor with the geographic location, the confidence factor being 
derived from the confidence values associated with the least one data collection operation. -- 

Terminal Disclaimer 

2. The terminal disclaimer filed on 7/3/2009 disclaiming the terminal portion of any patent 
granted on this application which would extend beyond the expiration date of US Pat. 

No. 6,684,250 has been reviewed and is accepted. The terminal disclaimer has been recorded. 

Allowable Subject Matter 

3. Claims 1-48 are allowed. 

Reason for allowance 

4. This communication warrants no examiner's reason for allowance, as applicant's reply 
makes evident the reason for allowance, satisfying the record as whole as required by rule 37 
CFR 1.104(e). In this case, the substance of applicant's remarks filed on 6/8/2009 with respect to 
the added claim limitation point out the reason claims are patentable over the prior art of record. 
Thus, the reason for allowance is in all probability evident from the record and no statement for 
examiner's reason for allowance is necessary (see MPEP 13202.14). 



Application/Control Number: 10/686,135 
Art Unit: 2451 



Page 4 



Conclusion 

5. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the examiner 
should be directed to Khanh Dinh whose telephone number is (571) 272-3936. The examiner can 
normally be reached on Monday through Friday from 8:00 A.m. to 5:00 P.m. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, FOLLANSBEE JOHN, can be reached on (571) 272-3964. The fax phone number 
for this group is (571) 273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private 
PAIR system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 



/Khanh Dinh/ 



Primary Examiner, Art Unit 245 1 
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